
Claims 




1. An information processing apparatus which is connected to 



other information processing apparatuses and which decrypts and uses 
encrypted information under the control of a control apparatus, 
characterized by comprising: / 

storage means for storing appropriate proxy account settlement 
information for said other information processing apparatuses; 

re q Ues ting means for requesting said other information processing 
apparatuses to provide appropriate accounting information according 
to said proxy account- settlement information stored in said storage 
means; J 

first reception means for receiving said accounting information 
sent by said other information processing apparatuses in response to 
the request from said requesting means; 

sending means for sending said accounting information received 
by said first reception meJns to said control apparatus; 

second reception means (for receiving the registration conditions 
prepared based on the results of the account settlement performed 
according to said accounting information sent by said sending means 
and received from said control apparatus; and . 

control means for controlling the operation, based on said 
registration conditions received by said second reception means. 
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2 . An information processing method for an information processing 
apparatus which is connected to otftier information processing 
apparatuses and which decrypts ani uses encrypted information under 
the control of a control apparatus, characterized by comprising: 

a storage step of storing appropriate proxy account settlement 
information for said other information processing apparatuses; 

a requesting step of requesting said other information processing 
apparatuses to provide appropriate accounting information according 
to said proxy account settlement information stored in said storage 
step; 

a first reception step oj receiving said accounting information 
sent by said other information processing apparatuses in response to 
the request from said requesting step; 

a sending step of sendiing said accounting information received 
by said first reception steb to said control apparatus; 

a second reception steJ of receiving the registration conditions 
prepared based on the results of the account settlement performed 
according, to said accounting information sent by said sending step and 
received from said control apparatus; and 

a control step of controlling the operation, based on said 
registration conditions deceived by said second reception step. 



3. A providing mediim that provides a computer-readable program 

;o an information processing apparatus which 



for executing a process 



is connected to other information processing apparatuses and which 
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decrypts and uses encrypted information under the control of a control 
apparatus, characterized in that said process comprises: 

a storage step of storing /appropriate proxy account settlement 
information for said other information processing apparatuses; 

a requesting step of requesting said other information processing 
apparatuses to provide appropriate accounting information according 
to said proxy account settlement information stored in said storage 
step; 

a first reception step/ of receiving said accounting information 
sent by said other information processing apparatuses in response to 
the request from said requesting step; 

a sending step of sending said accounting information received 
by said first reception step to said control apparatus; 

a second reception step of receiving the registration conditions 
prepared based on the rfesults of the account settlement performed 
according to said accounting information sent by said sending step and 
received from said control apparatus; and 

a control step of [controlling the operation, based on said 
registration conditionfs received by said second reception step, 



4. An information p 
other information proces 
encrypted information 
characterized by comp 




ing apparatus which is connected to 
paratuses and which decrypts and uses 
control of a control apparatus, 
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first storage means for scoring appropriate proxy purchase 
information for said other information processing apparatuses; 

first preparation means for preparing appropriate accounting 
information according to said j/roxy purchase information stored in said 

first storage means; 

second preparation me^J for preparing appropriate usage control 



status according to said/fcrox? 
storage means; 

second storage jneans flor /s 
prepared by said f^rst prej 



purchas 
I 



s information stored in said first 



tori/ig said accounting information 



^aratiion means; and 



sending means 
said second prepa 



for sending iaid usage control status prepared by 
Ration mfeaiis aid the key necessary to decrypt said 



encrypted information sujplked 3y said control apparatus. 

5. The infolmation/pJocessinb apparatus according to claim 4, 



chat, 



said ot^er information processing 
\ 




characterized in 
apparatuses comprise, i 

a display contXlJ^ns for controlHng>PP ro P riate dis P la V ; and 
an input control feans for controlling the input of appropriate 

data, 

said first preparation means prepares said accounting information 
based on the data entired ihto said input control means with reference 
to said display controlled by said display means, and 
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said second preparation meajis prepares said usage control status 
based on the data controlled by skid input control means with reference 
to said display controlled by said display means. 



6 . An information p rope^sp. n g^tvet ho d for an information processing 
apparatus which is collected |to other\ information processing 
apparatuses and whi/fh decrypts* and usek encrypted information under 



the control of a Control apparatus, cha 



racterized by comprising: 



a first storage step ofi ^storing appropriate proxy purchase 

/ 

information foyfc said other /information processing apparatuses; 
a first preparation s1 



information according to sajyd 



of preparing appropriate accounting 
proxy purchase information stored in said 

first storagje step; 

a second preparation /steft of preparing appropriate usage control 



storage step 



status according to said p# oxy f^irchase information stored in said first 



a seconq storage st?ep of scoring said accounting information 



\ 



prepared by said first /preparation step; and 

/ ' \ 

a sending VfcefS of feending said us^age corvt^ol status prepared by 
said second preparation step and the key necessary to decrypt said 
encrypted information ; supplied by said control apparatus. 



7. A providing n/edium that provides a computer-readable program 

i 

for executing a process to an information processing apparatus which 

i 

i 

is connected to othefr information processing apparatuses and which 

I 
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decrypts and uses encrypted inf o/rmation under the control of a control 
apparatus, characterized in thpt___said process comprises: 

a first storage step scoring Nappropriate proxy purchase 
information for said oth^r inf orjfi£tio}i processing apparatuses; 

a first preparation step/ orf /preparing appropriate accounting 



information according/to said pro 
first storage step; 



:y purchase information stored in said 



status according to f> 
storage step; 

a second storag 



a second preparation st£p/o6 preparing appropriate usage control 
aid pro^^/purc^iase information stored in said first 



of storing said accounting information 



prepared by said first preparation step; and 

/ 

a sending step of sliding said usage control status prepared by 
said second preparation jstep and the key necessary to decrypt said 
encrypted information supplied by said control apparatus. 

/ 



V 



-105- 



